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Ecclesiastes 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 Hebrew Bible: “One who calls or gathers” the people; refers to the one who addresses the assembly 

(preacher) 

 English title comes from the Greek and Latin translations 

 LXX: derived from the word ecclesia (assembly or congregation)  

Authors & Date 

 Traditional view: Solomon 

 Problems with certain parts of the book: “I WAS King…”; “More wise than any ruler in Jerusalem before 

me”; why would Solomon not identify himself?  

 May be that a wise man who admired Solomon wrote it 

 Certainty on authorship is not completely possible 

Structure of Book 

 Prologue (1:1-11) 

 Main body; autobiographical monologue (1:12-12:8) 

 Epilogue (12:8-14) 

 Prologue and Epilogue are differentiated from the body of the book by its third-person references to “The 

Teacher”; together, they frame the Teacher’s speech 

 Bulk of book is the Teacher’s speech that is made up primarily of autobiographical reflections on the meaning of 

life 

 Epilogue is the punch line; life under the sun is vanity and things have limited value; the ultimate truth (12:9, 13-

14) is to fear God and keep His commandments because He will judge everything 

 Everything else you live for will ultimately disappoint you; sometimes it’s good to know that life stinks, because 

if you do, you won’t expect too much of it 

Themes in Ecclesiastes 

 Shocking themes and writing 

 This book is the most mysterious book in the Bible 

 Almost seems like the writer is just seeing is God is paying attention 

 Shocking things being said under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

 Life has no purpose; it’s all meaningless and vanity 

 This in an inspired message and somehow we’re able to learn wisdom from it; something about the writer 

that helps see life from God’s perspective 

 Ecclesiastes is a difficult book 
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 Key Word: Vanity 

 Futile attempt to be satisfied apart from God 

 Used 37 times expressing the many things hard to understand about life 

 Because life is fleeting, wisdom can’t fully grasp it, and there is a sense in which life doesn’t fully make sense 

 Not saying that life is pointless and futile, but it’s short and you can’t fully understand what it’s all about 

 Proverbs tells us about wisdom, but human wisdom cannot fully resolve all the mysteries of life 

 All earthly goals and ambitions when pursued as ends in themselves produce only emptiness 

 “Under the sun” (13 times)/ “under heaven” (3 times) 

 Perspective of life is life under the sun 

 The limited perspective of life in this present world 

 Not looking at eternity 

 Ways people misunderstand life under the sun idea 

 To Christianize this book, we talk about “Under the sun” being the writer playing devil’s advocate and 

taking a secular perspective 

 Not true b/c he talks about God throughout the book 

 But looks at life in a limited way that doesn’t tell us the whole story 

 Not necessarily a backsliding position, just limited to this world only; what is it about this world 

that really has value? 

 Nothing better than/ it is good for man (2:24-26; 3:12-13, 22; 5:18-20; 8:15; 9:7) 

 In spite of all the suffering and injustice and death, there are things that do have value 

 To understand what they are, we have to look at these passages 

 Value in eating, drinking, and finding satisfaction in your work 

 Not about being a hedonist, because this comes from God 

 In a world that is full of injustice and meaninglessness, at least there is the value of enjoying these things 

that God gives us 

 Value in being happy and doing good while you live 

 Value in enjoying work 

 Value in finding satisfaction in hard work 

 A genuine search for truth and meaning 

 Not fully consistent 

 Sometimes extremely skeptical and pessimistic; very honest perspective 

 Observations that the writer has not fully reconciled with each other but that ultimately point us to the truth 

 In progress and messy because that’s the way life is 

 8:16-17 

 Proper balance of the “enjoy life” theme with that of “divine judgment” 

 Writer suffered from the imbalance of trying to enjoy life without regard for the fear of the Lord’s judgment 

holding on the path of obedience 

 In the end, he came to grasp the importance of obedience 
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 Three key principles for “life under the sun” 

 Recognize that even the best things in life have a bad side 

 Enjoy life, but don’t expect too much; we’re looking for everything here and we won’t find it; trying to find 

life here and now; Ecclesiastes show us we won’t find it 

 The ultimate good is to fear God and keep his commandments 

 Negative observations 

 From a Christian perspective, we know that not everything that is written in Ecclesiastes is wrong, but most 

of it is 

 The Teacher sounds very modern because he so vividly captures the despair of a world without God 

 The Teacher believed that God existed by questioned his love and concern 

 As a result, nothing had meaning for the Teacher; after all, death brought everything to an end (he is 

preoccupied with death because he sees nothing beyond that point) 

 On one level, the Teacher is exactly right—the world without God (“under the sun”) is meaningless 

 The main teaching of the book is found in the last few verses (12:9-14) 

 If one perceives each day of existence, labor, and basic provision as a gift from God, and accepts 

whatever God gives, then that person lives and abundant life.  However, one who looks to be satisfied 

apart from God will live with futility regardless of their accumulations 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
 


